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Age
Advancing)age)is)the)most)important)risk)factor)for)cancer)overall,)and)for)many)individual)cancer)types.
According)to)the)most)recent)statistical)data)from)NCI’s)Surveillance,)Epidemiology,)and)End)Results
program,)the)median)age)of)a)cancer)diagnosis)is)66)years.)This)means)that)half)of)cancer)cases)occur)in
people)below)this)age)and)half)in)people)above)this)age.)One-quarter)of)new)cancer)cases)are)diagnosed
in)people)aged)65)to)74.

A)similar)pattern)is)seen)for)many)common)cancer)types.)For)example,)the)median)age)at)diagnosis)is)61
years)for)breast)cancer,)68)years)for)colorectal)cancer,)70)years)for)lung)cancer,)and)66)years)for)prostate
cancer.

But)the)disease)can)occur)at)any)age.)For)example,)bone)cancer)is)most)frequently)diagnosed)among
people)under)age)20,)with)more)than)one-fourth)of)cases)occurring)in)this)age)group.)And)10)percent)of
leukemias)are)diagnosed)in)children)and)adolescents)under)20)years)of)age,)whereas)only)1)percent)of
cancer)overall)is)diagnosed)in)that)age)group.)Some)types)of)cancer,)such)as)neuroblastoma,)are)more
common)in)children)or)adolescents)than)in)adults.
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Most text on the National Cancer Institute website may be reproduced or reused freely. The National Cancer
Institute should be credited as the source and a link to this page included, e.g., “Age was originally published by
the National Cancer Institute.”

Please note that blog posts that are written by individuals from outside the government may be owned by the
writer, and graphics may be owned by their creator. In such cases, it is necessary to contact the writer, artists, or
publisher to obtain permission for reuse.
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